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House Home

Themusic-publishing prince of Bel Air
At homewith the FT |Warner Chappell

Music’s GuyMoot is about to be celebrated

with an award in London, his old home city.

But he’s fallen hard for California, he tells

YorkMembery. Photographs byToddMidler

Clockwise from
main: GuyMoot
with his
treasured
Arsenal mug;
EstherWilliams
was a former
owner, hence
the lap pool;
the curved
sofa is from
a Pasadena
warehouse;
Moot created
a cactus garden
on the terrace;
a Keith Haring
jacket he bought
in New York in
the 1990s

Clockwise from above:
the aesthetic of the
mid-century home is
‘Scandinavian design
with Californian style’;
Moot’s prized JBL
speakers; on a shelf in
his home office sit four
platinum discs in a frame,
given to him in recognition
of the 1.2mn sales (in
2006) of AmyWinehouse’s
‘Back to Black’ album

April to October without seeing virtu-
ally any rain in LA— so I can sit outside
checking emails or watching TV,” he
says. “Peoplehave troubledriving in the
rain here — they often cancel meetings
whentheheavensopen.”
Inside hang four framed platinum
discs presented toMoot in 2006 in rec-
ognition of Amy Winehouse’s Back to
Black album selling 1.2mn copies in the
UK. He points out his JBL studiomoni-
tor speakers (Model 4312A Control
Monitor), prized for their high-fidelity
soundandthree-wayconfiguration,and
whichused tobe inhis Londonoffice. “I
think of them as my golden speakers
because I signed a lot of songwriters
after listening to their songs on them,”
saysMoot. “Artists oftenwanted toplay

their finishedmastersonthosespeakers
becausethey lovedthesoundsomuch.”
A framed jacket on the stairway was
designedby thepopartistKeithHaring.
“It remindsme ofmy time inNewYork
in theearly1990s. Itwas suchan incred-
ible place then in terms of its culture
blending,” he says. “I didn’t have a lot of
money, but as soonas I saw the jacket in
ashopI thought ‘I’mhavingthat!’”
That said, I rather suspect that if he
had to choose between his Ridgeback
Kaia and his various artefacts, she
would win hands down. “She’s a won-
derful dog and very loyal,” he says. “We
wantedabreedthatwecouldtakeonbig
walks outdoors —we take her on hikes
intheSantaMonicaMountains.”
Moot still returns to the UK two or
three times a year on business or to see
family, friends andhis belovedArsenal,
whichhehas supported sincemoving to
London in the 1980s. “I’ve always lived
in north London — Camden, Kentish
Town, Canonbury and St John’sWood. I
miss the street life in London, thewalk-
ingandtheculture,aswellasL’Aventure
[one of his favourite local London res-
taurants] and the Arsenal. But Califor-
nia is themost incredible state—you’ve
got the beach, you’ve got desert, you’ve
got forests. It’s an amazing privilege to
beable to live inadifferentcity.”
He sayshe’s looking forward to catch-
ingupwithold friendsandcolleaguesat
theMITSAwards in Londonnextweek.
Theannualawardsceremonyhasraised
morethan£7mntofundtheworkof two
of the British music industry’s most
cherished charities: The BRIT Trust,
which supports the UK’s leading per-
forming and creative arts school, and
Nordoff&RobbinsMusicTherapy.
“I don’t thinkmany politicians really
lookatwhat themusic industry isworth
to the UK overall in terms of revenue,
tourismandemployment,and it’sabout
time theydid,”he says. “The film indus-
try gets lots of tax breaks but themusic
industrygetsnothing.”
At the same time, he says “the indus-
try itself needs to make people more
aware that working in the music busi-
ness isn’t just about being amusician or
A&R person. It can just as easily be
aboutsomeonebeingadigitalmarketer,
a promoter or a studio engineer. There
aresomanydifferentcareerpaths.”
IsMootplanningtostay inLA?“That’s
theplanand it’swheremyhome, family
and dog all are,” he says, adding with
a smile: “And nobody has told me to
‘goback’yet.”

mitsaward.co.uk

‘I miss the street life
in London, thewalking
and the culture — and
theArsenal’
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move toLAandyou’re in it all the time,”
saysMoot. “But after a couple of years,
younevergo in itagain.”
Moot grew up in Cheltenham— “not
theposhpart”—andworkedasatractor
driver and a welder after leaving
school in his teens. Later working
in a record store, he then landed a
covetedroleasanA&RmanataLondon
recordcompany.
He inherited a love of gardening from
his late mother. “I grew up in a huge,
falling-down Victorian house. It had a
big garden and my mum grew a lot of
tomatoes. We ended up having them
morning,noonandnight.” InLA,hehas
become fascinated by cacti. “I go to a
place in Sherman Oaks and it’s got an
acre of crazy cacti — like stuff you’ve
never seen.”Hespendsmuchofhis time
in the cactus garden he has created on
the terrace. “You can go fromMarch or

G uyMoot’sarrival
in Los Angeles
wasbadlytimed.
“My family and
I moved to LA

just before Covid,” says the
chief executive of music
publisher Warner Chappell
Music, adding wryly:
“There’s nothing likemoving
to a new city when it’s about
tolockdown.”
Seven years on, the Eng-
lishman is still living in the
City of Angels, in a striking
six-bedroom Bel Air house,
built in 1964 in the mid-
century modern style, with
hiswife, half-Danish interior
designer Kristina, and their
22-year-old son and 19-year-
old daughter. (He also has
three daughters from a
previousmarriage.)
Life here seems to suit him. Since
becoming chief executive of Warner
ChappellMusic in 2019, he has doubled
the size of the business and, he says,
“doubled the size of its reputation”.
Among the songwriters and artists he
has signed to publishing deals since
taking thehelmof thebusiness—partof
theWarnerMusicGroup—areDuaLipa
andAmyAllen (who’swritten songs for
SabrinaCarpenterandBritishpop’snew
goldengirlOliviaDean,amongothers).
Moot had previously worked at EMI
and Sony and, earlier in his career,
signed artists including British jazz-
funkband Jamiroquai,AmyWinehouse
and the ArcticMonkeys. OnNovember
9,he is set tobe the2026recipientof the
British music industry’s prestigious
Music Industry Trusts (MITS) Award,
tobepresentedat a glittering ceremony
inLondon.“It’sahugehonourwhenyou
see the listofpeoplewho’vereceivedthe
award,” says the 60-year-old, his
two-year-old Rhodesian Ridgeback
Kaia lying at his feet. Past recipients
have included Annie Lennox, Kylie
Minogue and Sir Elton John. “Being the
first music publisher to be recognised
makes it particularly special. Music
publishing has become sexy — in the
past it was in the shadows. There
wouldn’t be a pop industry without
songwritersandgreatsongs.”
His split-level home — the master
bedroom is upstairs —was once owned
by theAmerican competitive swimmer
turned actress and businesswoman
EstherWilliams. “It’s an unusual house
with a lot of glass, but the interior was
rather dark before — it’s got a lighter,

airy feel since we put down pale oak
flooring,” says Moot, in his trademark
Cutler and Gross glasses. “It’s also very
private,with a lot of vegetation, but you
can just glimpse downtownLA through
the trees.”Headds: “When I firstmoved
here I was shocked by how frequently
older houses are demolished — it’s a
very different mindset to Britain and
Europe. In LA, the lot is worth more
thanthehouse.”
He loves “the fundamental design” of
theproperty, but sayshiswifehasmade
a big difference; the house now has
LouisPoulsen lights,Scandinavian-style
open shelving and white walls. A
Kay Bojesen mini-monkey hangs from
a shelf. “They’re iconic and found in a
lot of Danish homes,” saysMoot. There
is another Kay Bojesen figurine, a
miniature duck, on a windowsill. I also
spy a set of Carl Hansen dining chairs
and a couple of LouiseRoeCopenhagen
vases. “Our aesthetic has been to
combine Scandinavian design with
Californianstyle.”
Not everything is Scandi-inspired,
though. The kitchen was made from
locally sourced timber and the match-
ing curved sofa and table in the living
roomwere fromamid-centurymodern
warehouse in Pasadena. A large citrine
crystal is on display in the hallway. The
yellowquartz is reputed toemitpositive
energyandsignifyabundance. “Crystals
arequiteathing inLA,”saysMoot.
Given that the property was once
owned by Williams — who was set to
compete at the 1940SummerOlympics
until it was cancelled due to the second
world war — naturally it boasts an out-
door swimming pool too. “It’s quite a
novelty having a pool when you first

‘They aremy golden
speakers. I signed a lot of
songwriters after listening
to their songs on them’


