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Queen of South-East Wales

BRITAIN —
ATITS BEST: » f

MONMOUTH

T MAY seem hard to believe

- but next year marks the

50th anniversary of the release

of Queen’s chart-topping
Bohemian Rhapsody.

One way to celebrate is to visit Monmouth
in South-East Wales. For Freddie Mercury’s
rock classic was recorded in Rockfield
Studios, just outside town. Every now and
then the owners put on tours - check to see
the latest tour days - allowing you to tread
in the footsteps of Queen as well as Oasis,
who recorded hit album (What’s The Story)
Morning Glory? here too. -

For music fans this is hallowed territory. z i m#aics
Inside is the piano on which Mercury once Rjch
played, as well as letters of
thanks to the studio owners the Monnow Bridge, the UK’s
from Oasis, Coldplay and last surviving medieval forti-

fied bridge - built to protect

singer Annie Lennox. While

near the main courtyard you the town from Welsh raiders

can see the wall where Noel when it was part of England.
In the Domesday BooKk,

Gallagher was said to have sat
Monmouth is recorded as

while dreaming up the lyrics for
the Oasis hit Wonderwall. being in Herefordshire, though
But what’s the story about it’s officially now a couple of
the border town of Monmouth? miles inside Wales.
This historic gateway to Wales The prosperous market town
lies at the meeting point of the was established after the
River Monnow and River Wye. Normans built the now ruined
11th-century Monmouth

Its most famous landmark is

MARTIN BACHE/ALAMY/ PETE STILL/REDFERNS

Castle, reputedly the birthplace
of Henry V. Nearby Agincourt
Square - named in honour of
his 1415 victory - plays host to a
small food and craft market on
Fridays and Saturdays.

At the Shire Hall the three
ringleaders of a Chartist
march, which ended in blood-
shed, were tried for high
treason in 1840 and sentenced
to be hanged, drawn and
quartered. It has been
restored, including the tiny

|stdi'y: onnow Bridge, Monmouth; hlghﬂ uees Freddle Mercury

holding cells for the trio,
whose death sentences
were (luckily for them)
commuted to transpor-
tation to Tasmania.

At the Castle and Reg-
imental Museum you can
learn about the Royal
Monmouthshire Royal !
Engineers (Militia), formed
in 1539 during the reign of »~:
Henry VIII and called -
upon to maintain law and
order in the county of g

Monmouthshire. And also about
soldiers who were sentenced to
up to 500 lashes in the 1790s for
‘crimes’ such as ‘being drunk and
behaving in a riotous manner’.
The Georgian-era Nelson Gar-
den is also worth visiting for its
. peace and well-maintained flower-
beds. It was here in 1802 that Lord
Nelson and his mistress Lady
Hamilton took refreshments in a
summer house after dinner at the
nearby Beaufort Arms.
The town centre boasts the
delightful Savoy Theatre and
welcoming independent cof-
fee shops. For a special occa-
fF sion, try the super nine-
! course evening tasting
" menu at The Whitebrook
restaurant with rooms, just
. outside town.
With the big anniversary
~. of Queen fast approach-
’ ing, what better time to
visit this charming town?

YORK MEMBERY

. TRAVEL FACTS

DOUBLES at the
% Whitebrook from £440
1 including dinner and
J |\ breakfast (thewhitebrook.
“ \ co.uk); The next Rockfield
' Studios tours will be in June

\ (rockfieldmusicgroup.

~ com). More information:
| visitmonmouthshire.
| com.
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VIKIN

Exploring the World in Comfort®

2025 Viking river journeys are on sale
Eight-day voyages from £1,895pp

A Viking river journey is like no other. Sail into the heart of your destination on our intimate river
vessels which have all the amenities of an elegant boutique hotel, including an unparalleled choice
of all-outside staterooms, expansive views from floor-to-ceiling windows and al fresco dining.
Thoughtful service ensures you feel like one of the Viking family. Included excursions provide an
overview of must-see cultural and historic highlights. And you can trust that your Viking river
voyage is a great-value package, with everything you need included. Come and discover why
Viking was named Best River Cruise Operator at the 2024 Times and Sunday Times Travel Awards.

START PLANNING YOUR JOURNEY TODAY
REQUEST YOUR BROCHURE AT VIKING.COM OR CALL US ON 020 8780 6548
*Connection speed may vary. Price and availability are correct at the time of going to print but are subject to change. From price is per person and is based

on a 23 November 2025 departure date on an 8-day Rhine Getaway journey. From price is based on the lowest stateroom grade available for each category.
Al prices are per person based on double occupancy. For full terms and conditions and the most up to date pricing information, please visit viking.com.

Viking Inclusive Value

¢ Return economy scheduled flights from
London and up to 10 regional airports

e One shore excursion in almost every
port of call, led by a knowledgeable
local guide

e Visits to UNESCO World Heritage Sites

e Enrichment lectures & destination
performances
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TRAVEL AWARDS
2024

THEsABTIMES  THE SUNDAY TIMES.
BTIMESTravel L U X X

WINNER

BEST RIVER CRUISE OPERATOR

¢ All onboard meals featuring regional
specialities & always available classics

® Beer, wine & soft drinks with onboard
lunch & dinner

e 24-hour speciality coffees & teas
® Free Wi-Fi on board*

* Onboard gratuities
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