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Johnllisley

Dire Straits star

WHERE NEXT?

I'M HEADING to Cuba where
I'm looking forward to seeing
Havana’s old architecture and
exploring the countryside.

BEST FOREIGN CITY?
I WAS impressed by the Portu-
guese capital on a recent visit. It
has a touch of faded grandeur
about it, but it’s being tidied up.
The people are lovely, too.

TOPTIP?

TRAVEL as lightly as possible;
I'm always amazed by the number
of bags people take on planes.

TRIP MUST-HAVE?

PROBABLY my iPad, because
I’'m a Scrabble addict.

EVERGOT IN TROUBLE
ON YOUR TRAVELS?

WHEN Dire Straits were crossing
from Canada to America, we were
given the third degree by customs
officers who searched us rather
too intimately for my liking.

FIRST HOLIDAY MEMORY?

AS A boy, going to Trevone
Bay in Cornwall, where my
father had met my mother. We
rented a bungalow near the
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Shabby chic: Cuba’s colourful capital Havana is known for its captivating architecture

beach and I soon got to know
every single rock pool.

FIRST TRIP ABROAD?

I DIDN’T have a passport until
I was in my late teens. My first
use of it, aged 19, was flying down
to the south of France to join my
brother. We stayed on a campsite
and misbehaved for a month.

DO YOU ENJOY TOURING?

WE TOURED as a band for
around 16 years — I love the
family atmosphere you get on

the road. I still enjoy touring, but
nowadays can handle only a
couple of weeks at a time.

TOURINGLOW POINT?

WE ONLY ever cancelled one gig
— when a makeshift stage in
Luxembourg collapsed.

AND HIGH POINT?

PLAYING London’s Marquee
Club in the early days. One night
it must have been over 100f and
the sweat was pouring off us —
that’s when Mark Knopfler

started wearing a headband and
I wore wristbands.

DREAMDESTINATION?
I'D LIKE to visit a friend in
Papua New Guinea because it
sounds so beautiful, but it’s
going to take some planning.

W JOHN ILLSLEY is currently
touring the UK. His new
album, VIII, is out now.

For more information, visit
johnillsley.com

YORK MEMBERY

READY FOR

Picture: SHUTTERSTOCK

~C
TAKE-OFF 2

Flights ++ Airparts ++ New routes

QATAR AIRWAYS SALE

DISCOUNTED flights are being offered
by Qatar Airways if booked by May 3
fortravel up to October 31. Return fares
include Heathrow to the Maldives from
£677, Manchester to Zanzibar from
£594 and Edinburgh to the Seychelles
from £688 (qatarairways.com).

PRIVATE JET PACKAGES

TRAVELCOUP Deluxe has package holi-
days flying by private jet from Biggin
Hill to 17 destinations in Europe includ-
ing Nice, Ibiza and Mykonos. Three
nights in a five-star hotel in Venice
costs from £3,805 pp including break-
fast and transfers, based on a group of
four (travelcoupdeluxe.com).

MANCHESTER BOOST

TERMINAL Three at Manchester Airport
has reopened fully and is being used
by seven airlines including British
Airways, Ryanair, Vueling and Loganair.
Flights with Jet2.com are now split
between Terminals One and Two
(manchesterairport.co.uk).

BOSTON BOUND

FLYING to the Massachusetts capital is
now easier. United (united.com) has
started running a daily flight from
Heathrow and JetBlue (jetblue.com)
will follow suit from August 22. The low-
cost U.S. carrier will also start a Gatwick
service on July 19.

B FOR the latest travel advice, see
gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice.

NIGEL TISDALL

With its year round sunshine, incredible wildlife experiences and award-winning wine, Western Australia is the best
place to begin your Aussie adventure. Your booking will automatically be covered by our Covid Pledge and Flexible

Booking Policy, so what are you waiting for? Give one of our specialists a call today.

START PLANNING YOU NEXT AUSSIE ADVENTURE
Visit travelbag.co.uk or call 0204 579 2470

Prices “from” act as an indication only and are per person based on 2 sharing/travelling together, subject to availability and including all taxes. *Includes 7 day car hire. Whale sharks
season is March-August. DNATA reserve the right to withdraw/amend any offers at any time. Transfers not included unless otherwise specified. Full terms and conditions apply please see For consstently

travelbag.co.uk for full details
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g AUSTRALIA +-£2,999

« 9nights including hotels, day tours, car hire” & flights
« 5% Perth, 4* Margaret River and 4% Exmouth
« Spend time enjoying the vibrant capital city of Perth

quokkas

« Take the ferry to Rottnest Island and meet the resident

« Explore Margaret River’s unspoiled coastline and
world-class wineries

« Enjoy a whale shark adventure tour" and snorkel with
the biggest fish in the sea

TRAJELBAG

| Platinum

| delivering excelen

HHEAHAHAKX
Irusted Service Award

2021 feefo®®

ADVENTURE AWAITS

WESTERN

SDABTA (1€
" AUSTRALIA

Travel with confidence




