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This is
me at
my north London
primary school,
aged about seven,
wearing my kippah,
or skullcap. I’m an
atheist but I grew up
in a very Jewish
environment. I didn’t
really meet a nonJewish person until I
was 11. When I left
primary school my
teacher, Mr Cohen,
told us that in the
outside world ‘we
should know there’ll
always be someone
who doesn’t like Jews’,
and that’s still true.
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Our family
was also very
Welsh – my Dad was
born in Swansea, so we’d
go there every summer.
This is me [seated on
the left] aged nine on
the beach in Swansea
Bay with my mum
Sarah, dad Colin and
brothers Ivor [middle]
and Dan [back]. It’s
interesting to see how
tanned Mum looks
here – this was before
we all knew about the
dangers of skin cancer.

Celebrities share the stories behind their
favourite photographs. This week it’s
comedian and novelist David Baddiel
1993
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In the
late 80s
I teamed up with
fellow comedian
Rob Newman for The
Mary Whitehouse
Experience on radio
and television, and
Newman and
Baddiel In Pieces on
BBC2. Much of our
success was down to
aiming our comedy
at young people, and
we famously played
in front of more than
12,000 people at
Wembley Arena –
the first sell-out
comedy gig there.
But we had huge
fights offstage and
went our separate
ways in 1993. We
didn’t see each other
much for the next
25 years but we’ve
now mended our
relationship, even if
I doubt we’ll ever
work together again.

2015

On the comedy circuit in the 1990s I met
my wife Morwenna [Banks], who voices
Mummy Pig in the kids’ TV show Peppa Pig, and we
instantly clicked. We don’t go to many events as a
family – Morwenna is a private person – but this
was very special. This lovely picture of her and our
children Dolly, now 17, and Ezra, now 13, was taken
at the premiere of the romcom Miss You Already,
for which Morwenna wrote the screenplay.

1998

I first met Frank Skinner in 1990,
but it was co-presenting the
Fantasy Football League TV show that
made us household names in the mid-90s.
This photo of us holding a replica of the
World Cup was taken during the 1998
tournament, when we returned to the top of
the charts with the song Three Lions, which
we wrote with The Lightning Seeds’ Ian
Broudie [it first reached No 1 during the 1996
European Championships]. We’re still best
pals and Frank lives down the road from me.

2016

2014

I treasure this last photograph with my late
mother, who fled Nazi Germany with her family
as a baby in 1939. It was taken at London’s Theatre Royal
Stratford East at the premiere of the musical I wrote based
on my comedy film The Infidel, starring Omid Djalili. This was
the last time I saw Mum looking really happy – she always
loved going to big showbusiness events and you can see the
joy on her face. She died only about a month later, aged 75.

I’m a huge fan of cats and this shows me with my
beloved Monkey, who recently passed away aged
20. He was the oldest of our four family felines. I got him for
Morwenna when we were just starting to get together as a
couple – by getting my girlfriend a cat I was trying to show
my long-term commitment to her – so he was really special
to both of us. We always had cats at home when I was
growing up and I used to take in strays as a student because
having one around just made me feel more comfortable.
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This picture of my older brother Ivor – who
I’m very close to – my father and myself
was taken outside my dad’s house. Dad, now aged 84,
has dementia, but the thing I like about the photo is
the defiance on his face – he looks kind of heroic to
me. Dad just about recognises me when I visit him
and we still have a bit of a laugh together. ‘How are
you?’ I’ll ask. ‘Awful!’ he’ll reply. ‘Why’s that?’ I’ll ask.
‘Because you’re here!’ he’ll chuckle.

David Baddiel’s new book, Head Kid, is out now (HarperCollins Children’s Books, £12.99). As told to York Membery.
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